[image: image1.jpg]\ 4

-
S
N

PROJECT

E
FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT™ co R N E RSTO N E

FOR HEALTHY LIVING A YMCA of Silicon Valley Initiative
FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

the






Dear Parents/Guardian: 
Today in your child’s classroom, I read the book The Day You Begin by Jacqueline Woodson. This book provides opportunities for conversations around tolerance and acceptance of others. It also makes us aware about the importance of creating a caring school climate where everyone feels they belong. The goal was to help the students embrace and nurture each individual for who they are and to practice inclusive behaviors to create a caring school climate where every voice feels heard.
We discussed these inclusive behaviors:
· Greet each other authentically

· Don’t make fun of others

· Resolve misunderstandings and disagreements immediately

· Listen, listen, listen

· Speak clearly, directly, and honestly

· Use your voice

· Understand that we all have a contribution, so make sure all voices are heard
· Ask others to share their ideas, thoughts, and experiences

· Be brave

We hope you will talk with your child tonight about The Day You Begin. To reinforce the message at home: 
· Brainstorm ideas to do intentional acts of caring for family, friends, and neighbors. Choose one or two to do together.

· Give positive reinforcement to your child for actions and remarks that show empathy and compassion for others.
By teaching our children the importance of accepting others and sharing intentional acts of caring, we create a stronger school community where all students feel safe and know that they belong. 
If you would like more information about the ABC program or would like to volunteer to read in the classroom, please contact me.  

Sincerely, 
	
	
	

	ABC Volunteer
	
	Telephone/Email
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