Fairmeadow Elementary
ROOM PARENT GUIDELINES 2020-21 

Thank you for volunteering to help your teacher and class this year as a Room Parent. My name is Mari Ueda-Tao and my daughter, Kelly Tao, is a 3rd grader at Fairmeadow Elementary. As Room Parent Coordinator, I am available for any questions all year, so please do not hesitate to contact me: Mari Ueda-Tao​, mariueda12@gmail.com or mobile/text: 916-215-3524. Below is some brief information regarding being a Room Parent at Fairmeadow Elementary.

As we enter our new school year during the CV-19 pandemic, many of our roles will be shifted. We will do the best we can to accommodate what the teachers would like us to assist them with as Room Parents. 
 
TEACHER COMMUNICATION 
Please plan to have a brief meeting/phone/zoom conversation with your teacher to ask their preferences and expectations for the year as Room Parent.  This year will likely be different given the distance learning and safety protocols in place once classes resume in person learning. Teachers’ needs and expectations are highly personal and will certainly be different depending on the classroom. 
 
CLASS CELEBRATIONS – 
(TBD after in person services resume; however we may be able to host some virtual parties with the teacher’s permission).

· Budget: Classes vary in how the budget for parties is managed. The teacher is the guide. She may ask for a certain dollar amount donation from the class, and then hold onto the money for you to be reimbursed as you spend. She may hand the money over to you to track and spend as you go. Other classes just “potluck” things (e.g., have a sign up sheet and bring in items for parties). In either case, it is a good practice to keep a very simple record of your spending if you are given funds. 
· Class Party Packs: These are a great way to simplify your shopping, reduce your spending and respect the environment! Every class has a party pack of reusable dishes, flatware and cups, all dishwasher safe. If time or other obstacles prevent you from using the party packs, please consider serving drinks in paper (compostable) cups and buying large containers of beverages rather than buying juice boxes. NOTE: This may not be allowable, given the safety measures in place during this pandemic. Please follow your classroom teacher’s guidance.
· Dietary Suggestions: Your teacher will be your best guide here. Do ask for dietary restrictions for students in your assigned class. Again, shared food may not be allowable during these times. Please follow your classroom teacher’s guidance.
 
PARENT/SCHOOL/PTA COMMUNICATION
Class parents may be asked to send out announcements periodically on behalf of the PTA or the school. This may be done via Konstella. If you have any questions about how to use Konstella or how to create messages to your entire class, please reach out to Mari, your Fairmeadow Room Parent Lead, at mariueda12@gmail.com.  Here are specific instructions to add new parents and to ensure your classroom Konstella distribution list is accurate:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZzwwCfR1XYVODhPGoj5rqfBTJdoYd6Y8msZlsmfAvs0/edit 

HOLIDAY/END OF YEAR GIFTS 
Class parents usually lead the gift collection for the teacher and classroom aides, but this is completely voluntary.  If you do choose to collect for a class gift, please be certain to make it clear that giving is voluntary.  The class gift is from the class, and no distinction should be made if not all of the class members contributed.  Example:  Gift cards are very popular, and a $20 voluntary ask is also common.  Many parents opt to gift independently (all gifting is totally voluntary and not expected). You can set up a paypal/Venmo account to make collecting easier. You can send a message via Konstella three weeks before our winter break and about three weeks before the end of the school year. Have a deadline for all donations to be made by so you have a few days to purchase the gift cards/gifts. 

Mrs. Wong usually has each teacher fill out a sheet on his/her likes, and that is available from Alicia in the office.  So if you would like to personalize your class appreciation, then this should be extremely helpful! 

STAFF APPRECIATION 
We are very fortunate to have Staff Appreciation Week lead by a PTA Volunteer, but will need your assistance on two different days that week. This year, Staff Appreciation Week is May 4-8th, 2020. An email will come out from the PTA Lead with more details about what is needed on which days, and room parents should relay this to the class, as well as prepare the item for final delivery to the teacher. For instance, in the past, on Wednesday, students were invited to bring a piece of fresh fruit or a flower stem, and you as room parent, would arrange the fruit and flowers to give to the teachers. On the Friday of that week, students would bring in a card or note for the teacher. You will collect these for delivery to the teacher and aides. If you do not know who the classroom aides are in your class, please feel free to ask the teacher, or Alicia, in the office, is also a great resource.   

PTA CALENDAR 2020-21
Below are the specific dates for 2020-21 events/activities for Fairmeadow. We may ask Room Parents to help disseminate information to your individual classrooms, especially related to the following events: Walk a Thon, Staff Appreciation, Discovery Day, etc.
September
M 2 Labor Day, No School
[bookmark: _GoBack]T 3 New Family Coffee PTA Gen mtg, 8:30 AM
W10 Picture Day
Th 26 PTA Staff Luncheon
October
W 2 Fall Walk and Roll to school day
S 20  Walkathon, 11am – 3pm
Th 24 Unity Day
Th 24 PTA Staff Luncheon
W 24 Picture Make-Up Day
November
T 5 PTA General Meeting
December
12/9-13 Fall Scholastic Book Fair
Th 12  PTA Staff Breakfast luncheon
January
F10 Principal’s Coffee, 8:45 AM
M 13     Inclusive Schools Week
T 14 PTA General Meeting, 8:30 AM
TBD      Ice Skating Party, K-5 Winter Lodge
Th 23 PTA Staff Luncheon
February
Th 20 PTA Staff Luncheon
W 26 Math/STEAM Night 5-8:00 PM, MP room
Th 27-29 Grammaropolis (PA Children’s Theater)
March
T 3      PTA General Meeting
W18 Spring Art Fair
Th19 PTA Staff Luncheon
3/31- 4/3 5th Grade Science Camp
April
3/31- 4/3 5th Grade Science Camp
M 20-24 Sun Smart Week
W 22    Spring Walk and Roll
F 24 International Night 5:30-7:30 PM
May
M4-8 Staff Appreciation Week
T 5 PTA General meeting
T 12 Whole School Learning Celebration, 7-8:00 PM
F 15 Discovery Day
June
W 3 Field Day
Th 4 5th grade Promotion/ Last Day of school. 

